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acted, he gathered together such forces as he knew
to be loyal to the government and attempted to
cripple the rising by anticipating it. He was
easily crashed by Nationalist forces in Melilla, and
he had only succeeded in bringing the movement
into the open twenty-four hours before schedule.
It was not until the following day that the news
reached the government in Madrid, and they did
not know how much of the report they could believe.
The premier, Casares Quiroga, tried to communicate
with Roinerales by telephone, but from Melilla he
was curtly informed that the general was in gaol
In Tetuan General Gomez Morato, in command of
the African army, was told to investigate the true
position and report to Madrid. He flew to Melilla,
perhaps with his course of action already ,deter-
mined. At all events, as soon as he arrived and saw
that the Nationalists had won control, he turned
himself over to them, not as prisoner, but as active
supporter. At the same time, Yagiie was organising
the forces at his disposal, and that night he marched
on Ceuta, gained control of the town without a
blow, and could claim that Spanish Morocco was
wholly Nationalist,
On the i8th, the first two detachments of
African troops landed in Spain at Cadiz and Punta
Mayorga. But while the fighting began in the south,
the, vital decisions were being made in Madrid and
the Canaries.